
Sewage Discharge Data in the North Norfolk Area  

Anglian Water attended Overview and Scrutiny at NNDC earlier this year following a Liberal 

Democrat motion expressing concern about combined sewage outflow into our waterways 

and bathing sites. The purpose was for Anglian Water to explain their current situation in 

regard to combined sewage outflows and their plans to progress towards the prevention of 

sewage being discharged into our waterways and seas.  

Following the national concern about this and the Government’s failure to incorporate target 

setting to force water companies to prevent these potentially health and  environmental 

damaging discharges of sewage into our waters Anglian Water confirmed they saw this as a 

priority area for them.  

NNDC members were positive that change would be moving forward when Anglian Water 

confirmed they were bringing forward their plan for the incorporation of Water monitoring 

equipment at these potential sewage dispersal black spots to 2023 from 2025 

Anglian Water also agreed to make improvements to the access to their information about 

the current state of our bathing sites for the public 

Some of the information which is available for the public is shown below in Appendix 1. 

Thankfully across North Norfolk along with our Blue Flag status for 5 of our main beaches 

they show excellent water quality in all but one bathing site.  

However, from the EDP in August and NNDC Cllrs recent visit to Stalham Water Treatment 
plant the information available is potentially not a true reflection of both the quantity and 
frequency of sewage dispersals into our waterways.  The waters have been muddied by 
claims sewage stats could not be trusted because monitoring equipment attached to 
outfalls was either faulty or had not been installed. It is therefore difficult with this 
level of doubt in the accuracy of data for NNDC to scrutinise the current situation in 
North Norfolk.  

This Council therefore asks that Anglian Water be requested to confirm the 
following for the North Norfolk area and the information be reported to 
Overview and Scrutiny for consideration.  

How many current storm outflows in the North Norfolk area are not being 
monitored?  

How many storm outflows which discharge onto bathing beaches have monitors 
which are all fitted and working? 

How many storm outflows which discharge onto shellfish beds with regular 
harvesting have monitors which are all fitted and working? 

How many official bathing sites with storm outflows present do not have 
monitors fitted and working in place? 

An outline of the plan to bring forward the implementation of monitoring of 
sewage discharge points, indicating the scale of the project and the timescales 
involved and the expected improvements to water quality  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1  

Information from the Government SwimFo site in regard to our local bathing water 
quality. For more information click on the link below   

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/data-prf.html?bw=ukh1305-10100 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/data-prf.html?bw=ukh1305-10100


 

Interactive Swimfo Map showing water quality 

live and recommendations for suitability for 

swimming in designated bathing waters.  
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